
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ERlOR !STATE: 7 
NATIONAL P A R K  SERVICE Virginia 

i COUNTY:  

NATlONAL R E G I S T E R  OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

I .2 miles west of Route 220 
C I T Y  OR TOWN: 1 CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:  I 

I Virginia  1 51 1 Botetourt 1 023 
. 'CLASSfFICATION 

4 

t l e  v i c i n i t y  
CODE 

(Check Onc) I 

S ixth (M. Caldwell But ler )  
COUNTY: C O D E  

OWNERSHIP 

I 
0 Distr ic t  (ra Building Public Public Acquisition: [L9 Occupied Yes: 

Site Structure Private I n  Process Unoccupied Restricted 

a Object Both Being Considered 7 U Unrestricted 

I 
0 Preservation work 

i I n  progress 
I 

P R E _ S E T  U5E (Check One or More as Appropriate) - I 
Agr icu: t~ral  0 Government C Pork Transportation Comments ! 

0 .Commercial 0 Industrial a Private Residence CJ Other (Specify) 1 
Educa:ionol 0 Militory Religious 1 

0 Entertainment I7 Museum Scientific 
-. 

w 
-I 

R. D. S toner  
S T R E E T  AND NUMOER'  fl !n 

C l T Y  OR TOWN: Pnt ane ( S T A T E :  I < o D F  

1 Bote tou r t  County Court Eouse --- 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUIASER: r--- 
C I T Y  O P  TOXS:  S T A T E  CODE 

F i n c a s t l e  Virgini.a : 51 i 

n 

rh. REPREIE-:~TA.TICIU IN EXISTING SURVEYS - 
T I T L E  O F  SURVEY:  7- H i s t o r i c  A ~ e r i c a n  Buildings Survey Inventory -- 

m 
z 
I 
JI 

KTE O F  SURVEY: 1957 .- 7C Fedetal C; State !-J County a Local  

' D ~ P O S I T O R ' ~  FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Library of Congress 
S F R C E T  A N D  NUMBER:  

0 cn 

5 
rn 
0 
z 

C I T Y  OR TOWN: r 
< 

Washington 



17. DESCRIPTION i 
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I. General Statement: 
A.  Archi tectural  character:  

San t i l l ane  is an important example of the  large.  a rch i tec tura l1  
conservative Greek Revival farmhouses erected i n  southwest Virginia i n  t he  
mid nineteenth century. Like most such dwellings,they were not a r ch i t ec t  
designed, but were erected by loca l  bui lders  working with a rch i tec tura l  
handbooks. 

B. Condition of the  Fabric: Good. 

C O N D ~ T ~ O N  

. . 
F .  Openings: 

1. borways and doors: The main d m w a y  i s  inspired by p la te  / 

D E S C R I B E  T H E  PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (if LnownJ P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Excellent G o d  Foir 0 Dshr ie re t ed  0 Ruins 0 Uncxpos.d 

11. Description of t he  Exterior:  
A. Over-all dimensions: Sant i l lane is two s t o r i e s  high, th ree  bays 

long, four bays wide, and measures 52 f e e t  by 44 f ee t .  A kitchen wing t o  
the northwest is th ree  bays long, one s to ry  high, and measures 29 f e e t  by 
18 f ee t .  

B. Foundations: Brick. 
C. Wall construction: The br ick  facade walls a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish 

bond on both the  main sect ion and the  wing above the  water table ;  the  jo in t s  
have been l ined  on the  main sect ion.  Below the  water t ab l e  i s  five-course 
American bond. The s ides  and r ea r  of the  main sect ion and the  wing a re  l a i d  
i n  f i ve  coiirse American bond. 

D. Porches: The present t e t r a - s t y l e  two-storied portico with slender, 
Tuscan columns, Chinese l a t t i c e  balustrade,  and rectangular ba lus te rs  a t  the  
f loor  Level dates  from the  twentieth century and replaces an e a r l i e r  one- 
s to ry  porch. A smaller one-story porch with two columns and s imi la r  features  
i s  on the  southwest s ide .  

E. Chimneys: The br ick  stacks of the  four interior-end chimneys 
project  from the  shallow hipped roof. An ex te r io r  chimney with stepped 
shoulders i s  a t  the  end of the  wing. 

31, "A Design f o r  a ~ indow,"  i n  Asher Benjamin's The Prac t ica l  House 
The elements of design a r e  s imilar ,  but t he  proportions d i f f e r .  The 
of t h i s  th ree  par t  doorway, which a l so  features  consoles and slender 
is based on p l a t e  27 i n  the  same work. The other  doorways have architrave 
and simple l i n t e l s .  

2. Windows: The window framing cf the  facade cons i s t s  of 
archi t rave trim, square s i l l s ,  and l i n t e l s  with corner blocks and bullseyes. 
The l i n t e l s  elsewhere have p la in  corner blocks. The double-hung six-over- 
s i x  sash has smaller  l i g h t s  i n  the  wing than i n  the  main sect ion.  

G. Roof: The main sect ion is covered by a shallow hipped roof,  an 
the  wing by a low-pitched gable roof. Both employ sheet  metal covering. 
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t 11. Description of In t e r io r :  
A. Floor plan: Sant i l lane features  a spacious center  h a l l  with pa ' rs  

' of rooms on e i ther  s ide .  The two southeast r oms  a r e  separated by a narro 
transverse h a l l .  

B. Stairway: A two-run, open-string s t a i r  with molded handrail  an 
rectangular ba lus te rs  ascends i n  the  southwest corner of the  main ha l l .  T e 

I handrail  ends i n  a volute  with a cen t ra l  newel. The secondary s t a i r  in  the  
transverse h a l l  is a simple open-string, two-run arrangement. I 

(Check One) 
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IV. S i t e :  
A. General s e t t i n g  and o r i e n t a t i o n :  S a n t i l l a n e  is set on t h e  

f l a t t e n e d  c r e s t  o f  a h i l l  immediately southwest of F i n c a s t l e .  It i s  surroundec 
by spacious grounds f i l l e d  wi th  l a r g e  t r e e s ,  and i t s  r u r a l  v i s u a l  q u a l i t y  is 
enhanced by Vi rg in ia  post  and r a i l  fences. J u s t  below t h e  house is  a s t o n e  
s p r i n g  house and pond. S a n t i l l a n e  i s  approached by a meandering l ane  ascending 
from Route 220. 

B. Outbuildings:  Severa l  b r i c k  gable roofed ou tbu i ld ings  a r e  south-  
west o f  t h e  house. One of these  has d iape r  p a t t e r n s  worked i n  b r i c k s  and open 
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7. 
e i t h e r  pa in ted  o r  covered wi th  modern wallpaper.  

D. Doorways and doors: On the  lower f l o o r  t h e  doorways f e a t u r e  
symmetrically molded trim wi th  simple corner  blocks. A l a r g e  doorway with 
s l i d i n g  double doors is between t h e  two nor thyes t  rooms. Architrave t r i m  is 
employed on the  upper f l o o r .  Two-paneled doors a r e  throughout t h e  house. 

E. Trim: The windows employ t h e  same t r i m  a s  t h e  doorways. On the  
f i r s t  f l o o r  a r ec tangu la r  panel  is s e t  under each window. A wooden simple 
molding occurs on the  c e i l i n g  near  t h e  w a l l ,  and another  r a t h e r  s imple molding 
se rves  a s  the  cornice .  An e l l i p i t i c a l  arch of a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  wi th  p l a i n  
s o f f i t  and a wooden keystone motif sp r ings  from p i e r s  on t a l l  bases  t o  span 
t h e  mid-point of t h e  lower h a l l .  

F. Heating: Although c e n t r a l  hea t ing  is  now employed, t h e  o r i g i n a l  
f i r e p l a c e s  and mantels remain, On the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  she lves  and f r i e z e s  of 
the  mantels a r e  supported by s t o u t  Doric o r  Ionic  columns. The upper f l o o r  
mantels have paneled f r i e z e s  and paneled p i l a s t e r s .  The l a r g e  k i t chen  f i r e p l a c e  
r e t a i n s  i t s  massive l i n t e l  carved from one log. 
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STATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Sant i l lane is one of the  most dist inguished homesteads i n  Botetourt 
County. Although it i s  i n  the  fashionable s t y l e  of the  period, the  Greek 
Revival house i s  a rch i tec tura l ly  conservative, and has l i t t l e  decorative 
t r i m .  The house probably was b u i l t  by Henry Winston Bowyer sometime i n  the  
18301s, and has been occupied by in f luen t i a l  Botetourt famil ies  s ince t h a t  
time. It occupies a  commanding s i t e  on a  h i l l  overlooking the  h i s t o r i c  
courthouse community of Fincast le .  

The t r a c t  on which Sant i l lane stands was purchased by Colonel George 
Hancock i n  1795. Although t r ad i t i on  s t a t e s  t ha t  Colonel Hancock b u i l t  a  
house on t h i s  property before 1800, a rch i tec tura l  evidence indicates  the  
present house i s  not the house b u i l t  by Hancock. The present Greek Revival 
dwelling dates from the  18301s, but the  kitchen wing may date  from the time 
of the  e a r l i e r  house. Colonel Hancock was a  delegate t o  the  Virginia 
General Assembly i n  1784-87, and 1792. He a l so  served i n  the  United States  
Congress a t  Philadelphia from 1793 t o  1797. A l e t t e r  wr i t t en  by Mrs. 
Hancock i n  1805 records the  name of the  property as Sant i l lane.  Lewis and 
Clark v i s i t e d  here pr io r  t o  t h e i r  famous expedition, and were i n  Fincast le  
again i n  1807. I n  1808 William Clark married Hancock's daughter Judith. 

The Sant i l l ane  e s t a t e  passed t o  Colonel Henry Bowyer, an o f f i c e r  i n  
washington's Army, and c l e rk  of the  Court f o r  43 years,  e a r ly  i n  the  
nineteenth century. H i s  son Henry Winston Bovyer inher i ted the  property 
i n  1831, and the  Bowyer family re ta ined the house u n t i l  1876. Tbday, 
Sant i l lane is owned by R. D. Stoner, Clerk of the Court f o r  twenty-one year 
and author of ----- A Seed-bed of the  Republic, an au thor i ta t ive  h i s to ry  of South 
west Virginia and Botetourt County. 

G.P.H. 
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